SHORT ANSWER STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS - The Contender

Chapters 1-4

1. Who is Alfred Brooks?

. How is Alfred different from the gang at the clubroom?

. Why did Major, James, Hollis, and Sonny go to Epstein's?

. Why did Major, Hollis, and Sonny beat up Alfred?

. When Aunt Pearl asked Alfred what had happened to him, what did he reply? Why?

. Why did Alfred first go to Donatelli's Gym?

. What did Uncle Wilson always ask Alfred?

. Before he went to bed Sunday night, Alfred thought, ". . . Slave. Nothing's promised you.
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Chapters 5-8

1. Why did the policemen stop Alfred in the park?

2. How did Mr. Epstein show he did not trust Alfred on the Monday after the attempted
robbery?

. Describe the relationship between James and Alfred.

. What kind of a man was Bud?

. Why did Alfred go to Madison Square Garden?

. Why did Mr. Donatelli stop Willie's fight?

. Identify Spoon.

. What did Major want Alfred to do?

. Why did Alfred stand up to Major? What was the result?
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Chapters 9-13

1. What announcement did Alfred make at breakfast to explain why he appeared to be
“drunk"?

2. What advice did Mr. Epstein give Alfred about boxing?

3. Why did Alfred go to the clubroom?

4. When James and Alfred finally meet at the clubroom weeks after the robbery attempt, what
do they say to each other?

. Why did Alfred go riding with Major, Hollis and Sonny?

6. Where did Alfred go after running away from the police?

7. Where did Alfred go after work on Monday?

8. Why did Alfred return to training after "quitting"?

9.
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How did Mr. Epstein show his renewed confidence in Alfred?
0. How did Alfred "earn" his mouthpiece?

Chapters 14-16

1. Why did Charlene think Alfred was sick? What was he actually doing?

. What had happened at the clubroom since Alfred was last there?

. Spoon made an offer to Alfred. What was it?

. When Jackson fell down and stayed down, what did Alfred think? Why?

. Did Alfred win his first fight? What was Mr. Donatelli's reaction?

. Aunt Pearl, concerned for Alfred, lightly complained about his boxing. He replied, "I don't
know about nothing else." What was her reply to him, and what did she mean?
7. What did Alfred discover he had in common with his aunt?

8. Why wasn't Alfred going to quit boxing after his first fight?

9. Why did Alfred feel sick after his second fight?

10. Mr. Epstein gave Alfred a day off. Why?

11. For what volunteer job did Lynn and Harold try to recruit Alfred?

12. What did Alfred do on his afternoon off?
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Chapters 17-20

1. How did Uncle Wilson view Alfred's wins?

2. Alfred came to a decision which surprised Aunt Pearl. What was it?

3. Who was the shuddering old man who crouched alongside Alfred's stairs? What did he
want?

4. What did Mr. Donatelli tell Alfred after his third fight? Why?

5. Why did Mr. Donatelli allow Alfred one more fight?

6. Why were the police looking for James?

7. What did Alfred do for James?

Part I: Determining the Meaning

Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions. If there are words for which you
cannot figure out the definition by contextual clues and by process of elimination, look them
up in a dictionary.

*This assignment should be completed before you start reading designated chapters.*

Chapters 1-3

1. Perpetual A. A loud burst of noise

2. Cuffing B. Hum-drum; lifelessness; boredom

3. Tenement C. Muffled; sound made soft by
distance or interference

4. Peal D. Passed; expired

5. Muted E. Hitting with an open hand

6. Listlessness F. Calm; unruffled

7. Serene G. Continuing without interruption

8. Lapsed H. A rundown, low-rent apartment

Chapters 5-8

building

__ 1. Encased A. That which goes before or
prepares

_ 2. Impatiently B. Enclosed

__ 3. Elegantly C. With reserve; showing decorum;
with dignity

____ 4. Dignified D. In a refined manner; classically
beautifully

__ 5. Preliminary E. Diligently thought about; focused

6. Concentrated F. Restlessly; anxiously

Chapters 9-13

_ 1. Pursuit A. Seen as a dark outline against a
light background
___2.Sullen B. Indistinctly; unclearly
__ 3. Funky C. Jumped
__ 4. Vaguely D. Activity engaged in regularly
__ 5. Veered E. Mixed
___ 6. Mingled F. Gloomy
____ 7. Vaulted G. Turned towards one side
8. Silhouetted H. Earthy and uncomplicated; natural



Chapters 14-16
_ 1. Lurched

2. Chauffeur
indifference

3. Amateur

4. Corridor

5. Paralyzing

__ 6. Shrugged

Chapters 17-20

1. Hypnotized

_ 2. Addict
3. Emblem

4. Pummeling

A. Rolled or pitched suddenly or
erratically

B. Moved shoulders up and down as
a gesture of doubt or

C. Hallway

D. Making unable to move or act

E. A person who does an activity as
a hobby instead of for pay

F. One employed to drive an
automobile

A. Dependent on a habit-forming

substance

B. Beating with fists
C. In a trance
D. Insignia; symbolic badge or design



